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Yorkeys Knob Matters
President’s Report
The spring is here and it’s nice to feel the weather
warming up. On the water, the 2022 Cairns
Bluewater Billfish Tournament has been held from
Yorkeys Knob Boating Club between 1st to 4th September. This has attracted many local and visiting
fishers with over $30K in prizes. After each day fishing, the competitors have been treated to themed
dinners on the deck at the boat club.
Your residents association continues to work actively on issues relating to our community. The Wellness Centre proposal for Buckley Street is still in
consideration with Council and the Developers. The
current extension for the applicant is to the 26 September. As information comes to
hand, it will be shared to our membership. Following the announcement early in
2021 of the proposal, 141 well considered submissions were made to council, opposing the development application. It is important that the community is appropriately
represented in these types of discussions with Council. As such, it is a reminder that
membership is only $5 per year, so if you haven’t renewed your membership at the
start of the financial year (July), please do. Your association is only as strong as its
members.
Next month in October we will hold our Annual General Meeting before the regular
monthly meeting. To attend and vote in this AGM, you will need to be a financial
member. Membership payments will not be received on the night, so get in now if
you’re planning on taking part. The AGM will be an opportunity for members to
nominate for committee positions going into the year ahead.

Local fishermen entered in the
Cairns Bluewater Billfish
Tournament at Yorkeys Knob
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Planning has begun for the 2022 Twilight Christmas Markets. This is being planned
for Saturday 26 November on the Sims Esplanade parklands. Following and building
on from the very successful event last year, we hope to encourage all of our community, as well as visitors to our community, to come along and enjoy what we have to
offer. More information will be shared as we get closer to the date.

NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 7.30PM TUESDAY 27th September, 2022
At the Yorkeys Knob Community Centre.
Adrian Gover
President
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YORKEYS KNOB
RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION

Printed by AAB Printers—Cairns

1

Spring Snake Awareness
Inside Story Headline
This story can fit 150-200 words.
One benefit of using your newsletter
as a promotional tool is that you can
reuse content from other marketing
materials, such as press releases,

Coastal
Taipan,
native
to this region
market
studies,
and reports.
While your main goal of distributing a

newsletter might be to sell your
product or service, the key to a successful newsletter is making it useful
to your readers.
A great way to add useful content to
your newsletter is to develop and
write your own articles, or include a
calendar of upcoming events or a
special offer that promotes a new
product.
You can also research articles or find

“filler” articles by accessing the
World Wide Web. You can write
about a variety of topics but try to
keep your articles short.
Much of the content you put in your
newsletter can also be used for your
Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a
simple way to convert your newsletter to a Web publication. So, when
you’re finished writing your newsletter, convert it to a Web site and
post it.

As the weather warms up, so do the snakes.
I have seen a few harmless tree snakes in my garden in recent weeks looking for a snack or
some sunshine. It is easy to become complacent when walking outside barefoot, but
please be aware of potentially harmful and highly venomous species such as the Coastal
Taipan which are native to our area.
Please find valuable information and advice on the links below:

https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/snake-bites

https://environment.des.qld.gov.au/wildlife/animals/living-with/snakes/nearyou/cairns-region
Nicola Strange
Vice President YKRA

Road and Water Works
Cairns Regional Council advises that water main renewal and road resurfacing works on
Varley St will commence from Wednesday 31 August 2022 for approximately six (6)
weeks, subject to weather and other conditions permitting.
These works will extend the life of the infrastructure allowing continued reliability of the
water and road network for the community. This is part of Council’s ongoing service improvement program.
The approximate work zone will be between Nancy Street and Judith Street, with water
main works expected to be underway for the first two weeks followed by road resurfacing
works, subject to weather and other site conditions.
The general working hours will be 7:00am to 5:00pm Monday to Friday, and 7:00am to
1:00pm Saturday (if required).
To facilitate the water main works, temporary water outages are programmed for Thursday 1 September 2022 for the residences shown on the enclosed diagram. Please take
note if your address will be impacted. If you require water during the working hours on
this day, you may wish to store some in containers or sinks prior to the commencement
of works. Please be assured that any inconvenience will be kept to an absolute minimum,
where possible.
Lane closures will be in place as required throughout the works. When lane closures are
in place traffic will remain open in one direction at the time under traffic control, so minor
delays can be expected.
Residents are asked not to park vehicles on the street within the work zones during working hours to provide clearance for vehicle access to properties.
Should you have any enquiries or require additional information, please contact Council
on 1300 69 22 47 or email feedback@cairns.qld.gov.au .

Helius Visser
Executive Manager Infrastructure Planning
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Our new boat ramps have turned into the ugly
duckling
Just a quick summary of the boat ramp saga which was like the game of thrones where
kingdoms local and state govt are both seduced by vested interests to put 6 boat ramps
on the pristine natural inlet which was a recreational area for many locals. This was despite the peasants (local community) opposing this, even council initially opposed it as it
was environmentally damaging and cost a fortune. There was however a much cheaper
alternative just across the river, an old boat ramp site with plenty of land with little environmental and social impact. The peasants however weren’t as strong as the vested interests so Common
sense lost the battle,
they had too many
dragons.
so today we can see
what looks like an
industrial car park on
a once pristine natural inlet it’s just ugly!
and won’t get any
better looking at
their plans. We can’t
lament the defeat of
common sense but we can still turn a negative into a positive, we can demand council
redesign with TMR to incorporate a recreational area along the breakwater which would
include parkland and even barbecues to enable all the community to enjoy this $23 million development and not just a few boaties who will only use the facility two weeks of
the year according to TMR data.
The actual breakwaters are ridiculously too big. This is a protected inlet with little wave
action and over engineered and destroying the outlook. They could lower the breakwater
to the same level as the carpark and then put soil on the breakwater itself and have parkland to the water edge. This is a tourist town and we are putting in an industrial looking
port, this could become an asset not an embarrassing eye saw.
Of course nothing will happen without you the community demanding it, if enough people
write to council they will listen so please if you can write a quick note asking for a recreational area along the breakwater to our local Councilor Coughlan
r.coghlan@cairns.qld.gov.au and also to Councilor Olds who was involved with the development. You could also email Craig Crawford our local state member who agreed to these
boat ramps facilities.

Background:
The Yorkeys Knob community gathered several years ago following the
announcement by the State Government of their intention to build the
boat ramps (Picture to the left from
the Cairns Post).
Discussions were ongoing with officers from Transport and Main Roads as
well as the state member and councilors. The community opposed the
destruction of the existing foreshore,
the scale of the development and its
impacts on both the Boat Club and
the Golf Club.
Described by the state government as
essential road infrastructure petitions tabled in parliament with over
1800 signatures together with many
reports submitted and funds raised to
seek legal opinion, were unsuccessful
in stopping this essential project.
Now the Yorkeys Knob community is
dealing with the ongoing heavy vehicle traffic that will eventually give way
to the funneling of vehicles making
their way to this development.
Soon, the break wall on the opposite
side of Moon Creek will commence,
creating a channel entrance to a once
beautiful foreshore and creek mouth.

Tyson McCarthy
Yorkeys Knob Resident

YORKEYS JUDO & TRAINING DOJO, 2000-2022
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Infringement Cameras

As mentioned n the August edition of
Yorkeys Knob Matters, advice was
sought regarding the recent mobile
traffic camera deployed in Yorkeys
Knob. A response has been received
and features to the right. I note that
this location was selected “following
a risk-based analysis of crashes where
injuries or fatalities have occurred
and where using a mobile phone or
not wearing a seatbelt was a contributing factor to the crash”.

Thank you for your enquiry regarding the mobile phone and seatbelt camera data in your
local community, Yorkeys Knob.
For your information, portable and fixed cameras have been deployed in multiple urban and
regional areas and operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
In the interests of road safety, TMR does not release information on exact locations and
length of time for the cameras to encourage behaviour change through general deterrence
– as offenders can be caught anywhere, anytime.
Camera locations are selected following a risk-based analysis of crashes where injuries or
fatalities have occurred and where using a mobile phone or not wearing a seatbelt was a
contributing factor to the crash.
As our portable cameras are moved frequently, I can provide you with the following data at
a Far North Queensland (FNQ) district level from when the enforcement period commenced
on 1 November 2021 to 19 July 2022:
• * 4,213 infringements issued from cameras in the FNQ district
• * 3,073 infringements issued for using a mobile phone illegally while driving
• * 1,140 infringements issued for front seat occupants (driver/passenger) not wearing a
seatbelt correctly, or at all.
It is important to remember that these infringements are subject to finalisation and there is
the opportunity for the public to submit statutory declarations or court elections.

Parina Khieu
Principal Policy Advisor (Safer Road Users) | Policy, Safety and Regulation
Land Transport Safety and Regulation | Customer Services, Safety and Regulation Division
Department of Transport and Main Roads
www.tmr.qld.gov.au

New Coast Guard Vessel In Yorkeys Knob
The Coast Guard recently commissioned a new vessel, the “Rotary Spirit” (see picture on
left) which will be based in the Half Moon Bay Marina at the boat club. It was recently on
show to the community Sunday 28th August. Don Alexander from the Coast Guard welcomed visitors on board. Some locals may remember meeting Don and his team at the Festival of the Knob, where the Coast Guard held an information display.

1E, 455 Varley St Yorkeys Knob
Ph: 4081 0810
E: reception@hpgcairns.com.au
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