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Yorkeys Knob Matters
President’s Report
Next month in October we will hold our Annual General Meeting before the regular
monthly meeting. To attend and vote in this AGM, you will need to be a financial
member and resident of Yorkeys Knob. Membership payments will not be received
on the night, so get in now if you’re planning on taking part.
Many people in our community have been watching with interest, the proposed development application for a Wellness Centre on a bushland block on Buckley Street
Yorkeys Knob, at the intersection with Dowsett Close. After many extensions of negotiations between the developer and Cairns Regional Council, further advice was received on the 30 September that the modifications to the original application were
not minor, and as such were significant enough to require a further public notification
and opportunity of community response.
At this stage, the developer has the opportunity to consider the council advice then
decide how they move forward. Neighbouring properties will be notified at the commencement of any new public notification and a sign will be placed on the property
to mark the commencement of a new 15 day public comment period, much as was
done in early 2020. Your association will continue to monitor this application and will
keep advising the community as information comes available.
The Cairns and Far North Environment Centre
(CAFNEC) is hosting a meeting at the Yorkeys
Knob Community Hall on Saturday 15 October
between 10am & 12pm. This is to facilitate a
discussion on climate change, local impacts,
solutions and community-led action. All welcome and please register interest using the QR
code on the flyer attached to the email newsletter or on display in the community noticeboards.

AGM 7.00PM TUESDAY 25TH
OCTOBER followed by the monthly
meeting from 7.30pm at the Yorkeys
Knob Community Centre.
Adrian Gover
President

Greg Page, formerly the yellow
wiggle, is founder of the Heart of
the Nation program
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Absolute Art Exhibition
Inside Story Headline
This story can fit 150-200 words.
One benefit of using your newsletter
as a promotional tool is that you can
reuse content from other marketing
materials, such as press releases,
market studies, and reports.
While your main goal of distributing a

The Absolute Art Exhibition is back on again this year and it’s arriving on Saturday 8th and
Sunday 9th October.
Absolute Art is a social group of artists who meet weekly at the Yorkeys Knob Community
Centre with their easels and paints, to work on their individual projects. The group is
more than just painting though, with strong friendships and support formed between the
members.
Make the time to pop into the community centre on Wattle Street to
view some of the local talent. Remember to cast a vote for the artwork
you like most as there is a prize for the people’s choice award given to
the artist, which is donated by local restaurant Ten06.

newsletter might be to sell your

Liz Wiseman
Absolute Art and YKRA member

product or service, the key to a successful newsletter is making it useful
to your readers.
A great way to add useful content to
your newsletter is to develop and
write your own articles, or include a
calendar of upcoming events or a
special offer that promotes a new
product.
You can also research articles or find

“filler” articles by accessing the
World Wide Web. You can write
about a variety of topics but try to

Choose to Reuse
Choose to Reuse is a program starting in Yorkeys Knob to encourage the shift away from
single use plastics, particularly in use with take-away food and beverage. With state government funding, the program is kicking off at Café Yorkeys. As the program develops we expect to see increasing awareness activities to reduce
our reliance on the single use items. You might notice more activities in
the coming months. For more information, contact Helen Reilly by email
on helen@plasticfreecairns.org or check out the website on
www.plasticfreecairns.org

keep your articles short.
Much of the content you put in your
newsletter can also be used for your
Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a
simple way to convert your newsletter to a Web publication. So, when
you’re finished writing your newsletter, convert it to a Web site and
post it.

Skateboarder using the facility
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Left: YKRA Secretary David
Stephens with Tim at Café Yorkeys

Youth Activity Space
Over recent months, a new facility has been built in the grounds of Old School Park, on Wattle
and Cunningham Streets. This is in the form of a Youth Activity Space, designed to encourage
young people to be more active. Observations since the opening show the main use to be both
skateboards and scooters, using the various ramps and obstacles.
The project was initiated about 6 years ago by local youth, Ross Willis, who petitioned the local
area seeking such a space. A petition in the order of 900 signatures supported the proposal,
with the residents association approached for support. Through his lobbying, Council engaged
a specialist facility designers and construction company to build the facility.
Congratulations to Ross on taking the initiative and the hard work to see the project through.

Heart of the Nation
Heart of the Nation is a not for profit organisation that raises funds to install lifesaving
AEDs in our communities across Australia. The organisation was founded by Greg Page,
who many people would know as one of the original “Wiggles” children’s entertainer—
Yellow Wiggle. Greg said, "My life was saved because of bystanders who knew how to
do CPR and the fact that there was an AED nearby when I went into cardiac arrest - and
people knew where it was. Having an AED within 3 minutes of someone can increase
survival rates by 200-300%! By displaying a Heart of the Nation sticker, people will know
where to find an AED when it is needed. Let the community know that you've got what
it takes to try to save a life!"
An automated external defibrillator (AED) is a portable electronic device that automatically diagnoses the life threatening cardiac arrhythmias of ventricular fibrillation (VF)
and pulseless ventricular tachycardia, and is able to treat them through defibrillation, the
application of electricity which stops the arrhythmia, allowing the heart to re-establish an
effective rhythm.
Yorkeys Knob Residents Association was contacted by Heart of the Nation and invited to a
meeting to learn more about how our community can get involved. Following that
meeting, and presentations at the September monthly association meeting, a decision has
been made to support the project by way of purchasing an AED that can be available 24
hours per day in our community. It is a significant expense, of $3000 however it was
agreed it is an investment that we hope is never needed. With the Twilight Christmas
Markets approaching at the end of November (see next page), we will take the opportunity to use funds raised on that event for the purchase of this lifesaving device.

Heart of the Nation founder and
former “Yellow Wiggle” Greg
Page with YKRA President Adrian
Gover at a recent meeting in
Cairns

Your association will provide updates as involvement in the project as it develops.
Adrian Gover
President YKRA

YORKEYS JUDO & TRAINING DOJO, 2000-2022
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Bon voyage and good luck Pam Bigelow
Pam Bigelow was secretary to the Yorkeys Knob Residents Association when in 2005 the
association decided to take action to stop the huge South-Beach development on the now
levelled Bures site.
Pam led the charge for the YKRA with community support all the way to the courts. Because
of the size of the development and environmental issues, the Court decided that the development was inappropriate for the site.
Pam was also part of the original committee to stage the inaugural Festival of the Knob and
later went on to serve as President of the Residents Association for many years.
Over the years, her family grew and moved interstate. Now a grandmother, Pam has said
farewell to her beloved Yorkeys Knob and moved interstate to be near the family.

Pam seen here at her farewell on the
beach, kissing Yorkeys Knob goodbye

Wayne Le Clos
Yorkeys Knob Resident
Former Yorkeys Knob Activities Group

Twilight Christmas Markets
It feels strange writing this, but yes, another year is coming around. Planning has begun for
the Twilight Christmas Markets to be held again this year on the Sims Esplanade parklands,
Yorkeys Knob beach.
Building on the success of the inaugural Twilight Christmas Markets last year, and the Festival of the Knob this year on the beachfront, we are planning to once again provide an opportunity to join with others in the community to come together for an afternoon of entertainment, try some great local foods and beverages, as well as take advantage of a great
selection of market stalls providing some unique Christmas gift ideas.
Market stall bookings are now being taken, and are starting to fill up. If you’re interested in
having a stall at these markets, email: residents@yorkeysknob.com for a stall application
form.
This year, we are planning to raise funds to purchase an Automated External Defibrillator
(AED) that will be on hand in our community 24 hours per day. This will be a significant purchase and one that we hope will never be needed. This will be in partnership with the Heart
of the Nation program, as mentioned on the previous page.

Adrian Gover
YKRA President
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